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IN THE COMPANY OF ANGELS
Module 1 — Introducing the Heavenly Host

The Unseen Creation of God

Teaching Goals

Establish the biblical reality of the heavenly host and place angels firmly within the Creator-creature
distinction.

Examine the principal biblical terms used for heavenly beings and recognize that “angel” often describes
a function rather than exhaustively defining every heavenly being.

Understand what Scripture reveals about the creation, number, personality, power, limitations, and
spiritual nature of angels.

Distinguish clearly between what Scripture states, what may reasonably be inferred, and what later
tradition or speculation has added.

Prepare the foundation for later modules on heavenly organization, rebellion, Satan, demons, the
Watchers tradition, spiritual conflict, and the final destiny of the heavenly host.

Key Biblical Texts

Genesis 1:1; Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:4-7; Psalm 8:4-5; Psalm 89:5-7; Daniel 7:9-10; Luke 2:8-14; Colossians 1:15-
17; Hebrews 1:5-14; 2:5-9; 12:22; 1 Peter 1:10-12; Revelation 5:11-14.
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Beginning with God, Not Angels

. The Creation of the Heavenly Host
. What Does “Angel” Mean?
. The Biblical Vocabulary of the Unseen Realm

. An Innumerable Heavenly Company

Personal Beings: Intellect, Will, and Emotion

. Powerful, Yet Always Limited
. Spirits Who May Become Visible

. Angels and Humanity: Distinct Orders of Creation

10. Why God Reveals the Heavenly Host

Introduction: Looking Beyond What the Eye Can See

Most Christians believe in angels, yet many have never stopped to ask how much of what they believe actually

comes from Scripture. Our cultural picture of angels has been shaped by centuries of religious art,
sentimental literature, popular stories, films, and inherited assumptions. Those influences are so familiar
that we can easily read them back into the biblical text without realizing that we have done so. Scripture,
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however, presents a heavenly realm that is far richer, more ordered, and more consequential than the soft
images that often dominate popular imagination.

The Bible describes an unseen creation populated by intelligent and personal beings who worship God, carry
His messages, execute His judgments, observe His redemptive work, and serve within His sovereign
purposes. Some of those beings remained faithful to their Creator, while others rebelled against Him. Before
we examine rebellion, Satan, demons, spiritual conflict, or the difficult passages surrounding Genesis 6, we
must first understand what God created. Biblical angelology should therefore begin where biblical theology
itself begins: not with angels, but with God.

That order matters. If we begin with Satan or with the mysteries of the unseen realm, we can easily give
created spiritual beings a prominence Scripture never gives them. If we begin with God, however, everything
else assumes its proper place. The heavenly host is magnificent, powerful, and at times mysterious, but every
member of that host remains a creature whose existence, authority, and purpose depend entirely upon the
Creator.

1. Beginning with God, Not Angels
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1, NASB77)

The opening words of Scripture establish the controlling truth for this entire study. God is not part of creation,
nor is He the greatest being within a larger spiritual universe. He is the eternal Creator from whom all created
existence proceeds. Angels, regardless of their power or glory, belong on the created side of that absolute
distinction.

Paul makes the point even more explicit when he describes the supremacy of Christ. In Colossians 1:16 he
includes not only the visible world but the invisible world, and he specifically names thrones, dominions,
rulers, and authorities. Whatever these categories ultimately encompass, Paul's conclusion is unmistakable:
all of them were created through Christ and for Christ. The unseen realm is therefore not an independent
spiritual order existing alongside God. It is part of the creation that owes its existence to Him.

“For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created by Him and for Him.”
(Colossians 1:16, NASB77)

This truth also protects us from one of the most persistent errors in thinking about spiritual conflict. Scripture
never presents God and Satan as equal powers struggling for control of the universe. Satan, whatever
authority he may temporarily exercise, remains a creature. The conflict between good and evil is not a contest
between two gods. The Creator can never be threatened by His creation. That principle will become
increasingly important as this series moves into the rebellion of the heavenly realm.

2. The Creation of the Heavenly Host

Scripture does not give us a verse that says, in so many words, exactly when the angelic host was created. It
does, however, provide an important window into the sequence of creation. When God answers Job from the
whirlwind, He asks Job where he was when the foundations of the earth were laid. In that description, the
“morning stars” sing together and the “sons of God” shout for joy. The heavenly company is already present,
witnessing and celebrating God's creative work.

“Where were you when | laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding ... When
the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?” (Job 38:4, 7, NASB77)
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We should be careful not to force the passage to answer questions it does not address. Job does not tell us
how long the heavenly host existed before the earth was formed, nor does it provide a detailed chronology of
angelic creation. What it does establish is sufficient for our purpose: heavenly beings existed before humanity
and were present as witnesses when God laid the foundations of the earth.

Angels have a beginning and were created by God, and that is the essential point we should retain. They are
neither eternal nor self-existent. Their life is derivative. Their power is delegated. Their place within the
universe is assigned by God. Even the most exalted heavenly being remains what God created him to be.

3. What Does “Angel” Mean?

The English word “angel” can unintentionally make us think that Scripture is naming a single species of
spiritual being. The biblical terms are more functional. The Hebrew word mal’ak and the Greek word angelos
both carry the basic idea of a messenger. The words can describe heavenly messengers, but they can also be
used of human messengers. Context determines who is being described.

This means that “angel” often tells us what a being is doing rather than giving us a complete taxonomy of the
unseen realm. Scripture uses a much broader vocabulary when it speaks about heavenly beings. The original
class study collected terms such as sons of God, sons of the mighty, holy ones, watchers, spirits, stars,
ministers, host, chariots, and elohim. Not every term necessarily identifies a separate class, and some
expressions are highly dependent upon context, but together they warn us against flattening the entire
heavenly realm into a single undifferentiated category.

This is one reason careful biblical study matters. When a passage speaks of an angel, a cherub, a seraph, a
son of God, a holy one, or the host of heaven, we should allow the text to use its own vocabulary before
importing later traditions into it. Module 2 will examine the nature and organization of these heavenly beings
in greater detail.

4. The Biblical Vocabulary of the Unseen Realm

Sons of God

Job repeatedly uses the expression “sons of God” for heavenly beings. In Job 1:6 and 2:1 they present
themselves before the LORD, and in Job 38:7 they rejoice as God lays the foundations of the earth. The
expression does not imply that these beings share God's essence. Rather, it places them within the heavenly
court as creatures who stand before Him and answer to Him.

Holy Ones

Psalm 89 gives us another important expression when it speaks of the “council of the holy ones.” The
language is striking because it portrays God surrounded by heavenly beings, yet the entire point of the
passage is the incomparable greatness of the LORD. The presence of a heavenly assembly does not diminish
monotheism; it magnifies the sovereignty of the One who rules over that assembly.

“Forwho in the skies is comparable to the LORD? Who among the sons of the mighty is like the LORD,
A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And awesome above all those who are around
Him?” (Psalm 89:6-7, NASB77)

The Heavenly Host

The expression “host of heaven” conveys the idea of an ordered multitude and often carries military
overtones. This helps us hear Luke's account of Jesus' birth with fresh ears. When the shepherds see a
“multitude of the heavenly host” praising God, the scene is not merely a gentle choir appearing over
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Bethlehem. Luke presents an immense heavenly company announcing that the promised Savior has entered
the world.

“And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God.” (Luke
2:13, NASB77)

Ministering Spirits

Hebrews describes angels as “ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will
inherit salvation” (Hebrews 1:14). The verse says something about both their nature and their function. They
are spiritual beings, and they are sent. Their ministry is not autonomous. They serve under divine authority
and within God's redemptive purposes.

5. An Innumerable Heavenly Company

Scripture never gives us a numerical census of the heavenly host. Instead, it repeatedly uses language
intended to communicate an overwhelming multitude. Daniel sees thousands upon thousands attending the
Ancient of Days and myriads upon myriads standing before Him. John uses similarly expansive language in
Revelation, and Hebrews speaks of “myriads of angels” gathered in the heavenly Jerusalem.

“A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were
attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him.” (Daniel 7:10, NASB77)

Passages are assembled from Deuteronomy, Kings, Psalms, Daniel, the Gospels, Hebrews, and Revelation to
make the same point: the number of heavenly beings is enormous. Earlier teaching sometimes attempted to
go beyond that evidence and estimate a relationship between the number of angels and the number of human
beings. The biblical text does not require such a conclusion. It is enough to say what Scripture clearly
communicates: from the human perspective, the heavenly host is beyond numbering.

This realization should expand our sense of creation. The world accessible to our physical senses is not the
whole of created reality. Scripture presents an unseen creation of staggering scope, all of it existing under the
authority of the same God who created the visible heavens and earth.

6. Personal Beings: Intellect, Will, and Emotion

Biblical angels are not impersonal energies, spiritual vibrations, or poetic symbols for divine activity. Scripture
portrays them as personal beings. They communicate intelligently, receive and carry out instructions, ask
questions, rejoice, worship, observe, and act purposefully. The biblical writers treat them as genuine subjects
who think and act, not merely as forces through which God works.

This becomes especially important when we later consider the rebellion of some heavenly beings. Rebellion
presupposes moral agency. Scripture's picture of the heavenly realm includes beings capable of obedience
and, in the case of the fallen host, disobedience. We should not attempt to reconstruct everything about
angelic psychology from scattered passages, but we can say confidently that Scripture presents heavenly
beings as personal rather than impersonal.

7. Powerful, Yet Always Limited

Angels are frequently portrayed as possessing power beyond ordinary human ability, but Scripture is equally
clear that their power is finite. They are not omnipotent, omniscient, or omnipresent. Daniel 10 provides a
particularly vivid illustration. A heavenly messenger describes opposition that delayed him until Michael

In the Company of Angels — Module 1 ¢ Adult Bible Study



DAVID V. LOTT, PH.D. | TEACHING RESOURCE

came to assist. Whatever mysteries surround that passage, it certainly does not describe unlimited angelic
power.

Jesus likewise says that the angels do not know the day or hour of His return (Matthew 24:36), while Peter
describes heavenly beings as longing to look into the unfolding realities of salvation (1 Peter 1:12). Their
knowledge is therefore genuine but incomplete. Their power is extraordinary but bounded. Their presence is
real but not universal.

These limitations are theologically important because attributes such as omniscience, omnipotence, and
omnipresence belong to God, not to His creatures. The unseen nature of angels should never tempt us to
make them quasi-divine. Their greatness should instead lead us to marvel at the greater glory of the God who
made and governs them.

8. Spirits Who May Become Visible

Hebrews calls angels “ministering spirits,” establishing that their ordinary mode of existence is spiritual
rather than physical. Nevertheless, Scripture repeatedly records occasions when heavenly beings become
visible and interact within the material world. Genesis 18-19 presents visitors who are perceived in human
form, converse with Abraham and Lot, enter a city, and participate in events that unfold in ordinary space and
time.

Hebrews 13:2 may allude to precisely this kind of encounter when it urges believers not to neglect hospitality
because some have entertained angels without knowing it. The point is not that angels are secretly wandering
everywhere in human disguise, but that Scripture allows for heavenly beings to appear in forms recognizable
to human observers when God sends them for a particular purpose.

We should therefore avoid simplistic statements about angelic bodies. Scripture identifies them as spirits, yet
also portrays them as capable of visible manifestation. Module 2 will return to this question when we
consider their nature, appearance, and different biblical descriptions.

9. Angels and Humanity: Distinct Orders of Creation

Popular language sometimes speaks of deceased human beings becoming angels. Scripture never teaches
this. Human beings and angels are distinct orders within God's creation. Psalm 8 and Hebrews 2 distinguish
humanity from the heavenly beings, while Jesus' statement that resurrected people will be “like angels in
heaven” with respect to marriage describes a similarity in one respect, not a transformation from one kind of
creature into another.

The distinction matters because God's purposes for humanity and the heavenly host are not identical. Angels
are never presented as redeemed human beings, and redeemed human beings are never presented as
becoming angels. Be sure to express this distinction by calling angels a company rather than a race. While
that terminology should not be pressed beyond what Scripture says, it captures the important point that
angelic beings are not simply another stage of human existence.

This distinction will become especially significant when we reach the subject of rebellion and redemption.
Scripture presents salvation in Christ as God's extraordinary provision for fallen humanity. The relationship
between angelic rebellion and human redemption raises profound theological questions, but we should
reach those questions only after establishing the basic biblical distinction between the two created orders.
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10. Why God Reveals the Heavenly Host

The most important question at the end of an introductory study is not how many facts we can remember
about angels, but why God has chosen to reveal any of these things at all. Scripture does not encourage
curiosity for curiosity's sake. It gives us enough knowledge of the unseen realm to understand more fully the
majesty of God, the breadth of His creation, the seriousness of spiritual rebellion, and the scope of His
redemptive purposes.

Second Kings 6 offers a memorable illustration. Elisha's servant sees the enemy army surrounding the city
and becomes afraid. Elisha knows that the visible army is not the whole reality. When the LORD opens the
servant's eyes, he sees the mountain filled with horses and chariots of fire around Elisha. The heavenly reality
was present before the servant perceived it. His inability to see it had never determined whether it was real.

“Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” (2 Kings 6:16,
NASB77)

That episode gives us an appropriate principle for the entire series. Scripture teaches us that creation
contains realities beyond ordinary human perception, but it never invites us to become preoccupied with the
unseen for its own sake. The biblical heavenly host consistently directs our attention beyond itself to the God
whose authority it serves.

This is why Colossians 1:16 is such an important theological anchor. Jesus Christ is not one heavenly being
among many, nor is He the highest member of an angelic hierarchy. All things in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, were created through Him and for Him. The proper study of angels therefore ends where it
began: with the supremacy of God revealed in Christ.

Scripture, Historical Context, and Theological Conclusion

Scripture

The canonical text establishes that God created the visible and invisible realms, that heavenly beings existed
when the earth's foundations were laid, that Scripture uses several terms for beings within the heavenly
realm, and that these beings are personal, powerful, finite, and subordinate to God. These conclusions do not
depend upon later traditions about angels; they arise from the biblical text itself.

Historical Context

Jewish literature from the Second Temple period contains extensive reflection on heavenly beings, their
names, ranks, responsibilities, rebellions, and relationship to the earthly world. Those sources can be
historically valuable because they help us understand ideas circulating in the Jewish world surrounding the
New Testament. They are not, however, canonical Scripture. In later modules we will use them as historical
witnesses while carefully distinguishing their claims from what the biblical text itself establishes.

Theological Conclusion

The heavenly host is real, personal, numerous, powerful, and active within the purposes of God, yet every
heavenly being remains a creature. Biblical angelology should therefore enlarge our understanding of creation
without diminishing the Creator. The more clearly we understand the greatness of the heavenly host, the
more remarkable becomes the biblical declaration that all of it was created through Christ and for Christ.

Key Truths to Remember

God alone is eternal, while every member of the heavenly host is created. The heavenly beings were already
present when God laid the foundations of the earth, and Scripture portrays them as an immense company of
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personal spiritual beings who worship, serve, observe, communicate, and act under divine authority.
Although they possess powers beyond ordinary human ability, they remain finite in knowledge, presence, and
strength. Humanity and angels are distinct orders of creation; human beings do not become angels at death.
Above all, the biblical purpose of revealing the heavenly host is not to encourage fascination with angels
themselves, but to deepen our understanding of the sovereignty and glory of the God who created them.

Class Discussion

1. Why is itimportant to begin a study of angels with the Creator-creature distinction rather than with Satan or
spiritual warfare?

2. What does Job 38:4-7 establish about the heavenly host, and what questions does the passage leave
unanswered?

3. How does understanding the word “angel” as “messenger” change the way we read biblical descriptions of
the unseen realm?

4. What do the different biblical expressions—sons of God, holy ones, heavenly host, and ministering spirits—
add to our understanding?

5. Why should we resist trying to calculate the number of angels when Scripture itself emphasizes an
innumerable multitude?

6. What biblical evidence shows that angels are personal beings rather than impersonal spiritual forces?
7. How do the limitations of angels protect the distinction between the Creator and His creatures?
8. Why is the popular idea that people become angels after death inconsistent with the biblical presentation?

9. After studying the heavenly host, are we more impressed with angels, or more impressed with the God who
created them?

Closing Summary

The biblical world is larger than the world we can see. Scripture introduces us to a vast heavenly company
that existed before humanity, rejoiced at God's creative work, serves within His purposes, and remains active
throughout the biblical story. Yet Scripture never allows the heavenly host to become the center of attention.
Angels are servants; God is sovereign. Angels are creatures; Christ is Creator. The unseen realm is real, but it
belongs entirely to Him.

With that foundation in place, the next study can move beyond the basic reality of the heavenly host to
examine its nature and organization. We will look more closely at cherubim, seraphim, archangels, heavenly
ranks, appearance, abilities, and the biblical evidence for order within the unseen creation.

Teacher’s Companion
Suggested 60-minute pacing:

e 8 minutes - Introduction and the Creator-creature distinction

e 8 minutes - Creation of the heavenly host and Job 38

e 10 minutes - The meaning of “angel” and the biblical vocabulary of heavenly beings
e 8 minutes - The number and personal nature of angels

e 10 minutes - Angelic power, limitations, and visible manifestation

e 8 minutes - Angels and humanity as distinct created orders
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8 minutes - Why God reveals the heavenly host, discussion, and closing

Teacher Guardrails

Keep the study anchored in canonical Scripture. Later Jewish and Christian traditions may illuminate
historical interpretation, but they should not be presented as biblical revelation.

Do not allow curiosity about the unseen realm to overshadow the study’s central theological point: every
heavenly being is created and subordinate to God.

Avoid numerical speculation where Scripture uses deliberately expansive language such as “myriads of
myriads.”

Distinguish clearly between a heavenly being’s nature and its function. The word “angel” frequently
emphasizes the role of messenger.

Do not teach that deceased believers become angels. Scripture preserves a distinction between
humanity and the angelic host.

Reserve detailed discussion of cherubim, seraphim, hierarchy, the Divine Council, rebellion, demons,
Genesis 6, and Satan for later modules so this lesson remains a coherent introduction.

For Further Study

This module is the first in the In the Company of Angels teaching series and provides the foundation for the
studies that follow. Module 2 will examine the nature and organization of the heavenly host in greater detail.
The series also connects with David V. Lott’s book, In the Company of Angels: The Biblical Theology of the
Heavenly Host, which develops the subject more fully.
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