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IN THE COMPANY OF ANGELS 

Module 4 - Rebellion in the Heavenly Realm 

The Origin of Satan, the Mystery of Evil, and the Revolt Against the Government of God 

Teaching Goals 
• Examine what Scripture clearly teaches about Satan as a created spiritual being who became the 

adversary of God, while distinguishing explicit teaching from theological reconstruction. 
• Study Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14 in their historical contexts before considering the long Christian tradition 

that sees in them language extending beyond the earthly kings of Tyre and Babylon. 
• Explore pride, self-exaltation, deception, and the desire for autonomous rule as central features of the 

heavenly rebellion. 
• Clarify what Revelation 12 does and does not establish about Satan drawing other angels into rebellion 

and the familiar conclusion that one-third of the angelic host fell with him. 
• Preserve the absolute Creator-creature distinction: Satan is a formidable enemy, but never an equal or 

opposite counterpart to God. 
• Prepare for the next module on fallen angels and demons by establishing the biblical theology of rebellion 

before examining the activity of the rebels. 

Key Biblical Texts 
Genesis 3:1-15; Job 1:6-12; Isaiah 14:3-23; Ezekiel 28:1-19; Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 10:17-20; John 8:44; 12:31; 
2 Corinthians 4:4; 11:3, 13-15; Ephesians 2:2; 6:10-12; 1 Timothy 3:6; 1 Peter 5:8-9; Jude 6; Revelation 12:1-
12; 20:1-10. 

Lesson Roadmap 
1. The Problem of Rebellion in a Good Creation 

2. Satan Is a Creature, Not a Rival God 

3. Names and Titles: What Scripture Calls the Adversary 

4. Ezekiel 28: The Prince and King of Tyre 

5. Can Ezekiel 28 Look Beyond the Human King? 

6. Isaiah 14: The Fall of the Shining One 

7. The Five “I Wills” and the Anatomy of Pride 

8. From Pride to Counter-Kingdom 

9. Did One-Third of the Angels Fall with Satan? 

10. Satan’s Present Sphere of Activity 

11. The Limits of Satanic Power 

12. The Rebellion in Light of Christ 
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Introduction: Rebellion Begins Inside a Created Order 
The previous module established the biblical picture of an ordered heavenly realm. God is the incomparable 
King, surrounded by a vast company of created spiritual beings who worship, serve, carry out assignments, 
and exercise only delegated authority. That framework is essential before we turn to rebellion, because evil 
does not arise from an independent eternal power standing opposite God. It appears within creation when a 
creature rejects the place assigned to him by the Creator. 

Your original teaching notes captured this point forcefully. They described Satan as “the first great 
revolutionary” and insisted that, regardless of his ambitions, he “would never be more than a creature of 
God.” That is the controlling theological truth for this module. The biblical conflict is not a contest between 
two equal gods. Satan may oppose God, imitate God, accuse God’s people, deceive nations, and organize 
resistance to God’s purposes, but he remains contingent, created, limited, judged, and destined for defeat. 

The challenge is that Scripture never gives us a single chapter titled “The Origin of Satan.” Instead, the biblical 
portrait must be assembled from several passages. Some texts speak explicitly of the devil or Satan. Others 
address human rulers in language that many Jewish and Christian interpreters have understood to reach 
beyond the human figure to the spiritual power represented through him. Scholarly care requires us to 
preserve those distinctions rather than flatten them. 

1. The Problem of Rebellion in a Good Creation 
Christian theology begins with the goodness of God and the goodness of His creative work. Satan therefore 
cannot be an evil being who existed eternally alongside God. Colossians 1 places every throne, dominion, 
ruler, and authority within the created order. John 1 declares that all things that came into being came into 
being through the Word. Evil is not a substance God created; rebellion is the corruption of creaturely will and 
desire. 

Your notes described the angels as originally created holy and capable of meaningful choice. They then used 
the phrase “power of contrary choice” to explain how a creature created good could choose a course 
contrary to its created condition. The phrase is theological rather than biblical vocabulary, but it expresses an 
important question: how can genuine rebellion arise in a creation God pronounced good? Scripture affirms 
the rebellion more clearly than it explains its metaphysical mechanism. 

That limitation matters. We can say that Satan sinned, that pride is associated with his condemnation, that 
falsehood characterizes him, and that some angels did not keep their proper domain. We should be more 
cautious when trying to reconstruct the precise moment, test, psychology, or sequence by which the first 
sinful desire emerged. Scripture gives us enough to understand the moral character and outcome of the 
rebellion without satisfying every speculative question about its origin. 

2. Satan Is a Creature, Not a Rival God 

“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen.” (1 Timothy 1:17, NASB77) 

Your original course began its discussion of the conflict with this verse, and the choice was theologically 
sound. Before speaking about Satan, we establish who God is. God is eternal. Satan is not. God is Creator. 
Satan is creature. God possesses life in Himself. Satan possesses only the life and powers proper to a 
created spiritual being. God is omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent; Scripture never attributes those 
divine qualities to Satan. 
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This distinction prevents a subtle form of practical dualism. Christians can speak so frequently about “God 
versus Satan” that the language begins to sound as though the universe were divided between comparable 
powers of good and evil. The Bible will not allow that picture. Even in Job, where the adversary is active and 
dangerous, he appears before God and operates within limits. In the temptation of Jesus, Satan offers 
kingdoms, but he cannot compel the Son to worship. In Revelation, Satan rages precisely because his time is 
short. 

The conflict is real, but the outcome is not uncertain. Satan’s rebellion is creaturely insurrection against the 
Creator, not cosmic parity with Him. 

3. Names and Titles: What Scripture Calls the Adversary 
The Bible uses a cluster of names and descriptions to reveal the character and activity of the enemy. “Satan” 
comes from language associated with an adversary or accuser. “Devil” reflects the idea of slanderer. 
Revelation identifies “the great dragon,” “the serpent of old,” “the devil,” and “Satan” as the deceiver of the 
whole world. Jesus calls him a murderer and the father of lies. Paul speaks of the “god of this age” and the 
“prince of the power of the air,” while John speaks of the “ruler of this world.” Peter compares him to a roaring 
lion seeking someone to devour. 

Each title illuminates function rather than granting divinity. “God of this age” does not mean true deity; it 
describes the blinding influence Satan exercises within the fallen order. “Ruler of this world” does not mean 
ultimate ownership; the earth remains the LORD’s. “Prince of the power of the air” describes a sphere of 
rebellious influence, not omnipresence. 

One familiar name requires special care: Lucifer. In the Latin Vulgate, Isaiah 14:12 uses lucifer, meaning 
“light-bearer” or “morning star,” to translate the Hebrew image often rendered “shining one, son of the 
dawn.” Through Christian tradition, Lucifer became a proper name for Satan before his fall. That usage is 
deeply embedded in Christian vocabulary, but the Hebrew text itself does not introduce “Lucifer” as a 
personal name. In a scholarly teaching module, it is therefore better to say that Christian tradition has used 
Lucifer as a pre-fall designation for Satan while allowing Isaiah’s own imagery to speak on its original terms. 

4. Ezekiel 28: The Prince and King of Tyre 
Ezekiel 28 must first be read in its literary and historical setting. The chapter begins with a word against the 
“prince” or ruler of Tyre. His sin is unmistakable: his heart has been lifted up, and he has claimed a status 
belonging to deity. God answers that he is a man and not God, despite the divine pretensions of his heart. The 
historical target is therefore a proud human ruler within Ezekiel’s oracles against the nations. 

Beginning in verse 11, however, Ezekiel takes up a lament over the “king of Tyre,” and the imagery becomes 
extraordinary. The figure is described in connection with Eden, adorned with precious stones, associated with 
a guardian cherub, placed on the holy mountain of God, and described as blameless from the day he was 
created until unrighteousness was found in him. His heart becomes proud because of his beauty, and his 
wisdom is corrupted because of his splendor. 

This transition from “prince” to “king” is often treated as a transition from the visible ruler to the invisible 
spiritual power behind him. They then identified that spiritual figure as Satan and used the passage to 
reconstruct Satan’s original station, beauty, wisdom, and fall through pride. That reading has a substantial 
history in Christian interpretation, and several features of the passage explain its appeal. Yet we should state 
clearly that Ezekiel himself frames the oracle as a lament over the king of Tyre. The question is whether the 
prophet uses exalted mythic and Edenic imagery only to expose the human king’s pretensions, or whether the 
language intentionally reaches through the king to a supernatural archetype of rebellion. The specific use of 
anointed cherub highly suggests a movement from the earthly king to the spiritual power.  
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5. Can Ezekiel 28 Look Beyond the Human King? 
There are good reasons not to dismiss the traditional Satanic reading too quickly. The language of Eden, 
creation, cherubic identity, the holy mountain, blamelessness followed by unrighteousness, and expulsion 
from the mountain of God exceeds ordinary royal biography. The figure’s fall because of beauty and corrupted 
wisdom also resonates strongly with later Christian reflection on satanic pride. 

At the same time, prophetic literature regularly uses cosmic and symbolic imagery to describe earthly kings 
and kingdoms. Ezekiel can portray Tyre’s ruler as a new Adam-like figure whose prosperity produced divine 
pretension and whose fall reenacts expulsion from sacred space. The safest approach is therefore layered 
rather than dogmatic: the passage unquestionably condemns the pride of Tyre’s king; its Edenic and cherubic 
imagery has also provided a legitimate theological lens through which generations of Christians have 
understood the primordial pattern of Satanic rebellion. 

This refinement allows us to retain the theological power of your original study without claiming that every 
detail is an explicit biography of Satan. Some theologians have identified the “anointed cherub who covers” 
as the highest-ranking angel and suggested a high-priestly role beside God’s throne. Ezekiel does present the 
figure as a guardian cherub in extraordinary proximity to sacred space. The further conclusions about exact 
rank, universal command, or a heavenly high-priestly office are theological reconstructions rather than 
statements the text itself makes. 

Likewise, the description of precious stones in Eden should not be pressed into a detailed geography of a pre-
Adamic “mineral garden” unless the interpreter first establishes that broader framework from Scripture. The 
stones are unquestionably part of Ezekiel’s imagery. A separate pre-Genesis earthly administration is a 
further conclusion and should be labeled accordingly. 

6. Isaiah 14: The Fall of the Shining One 

“How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to 
the earth, You who have weakened the nations!” (Isaiah 14:12, NASB77) 

Isaiah 14 presents a similar interpretive situation. The immediate literary context is a taunt against the king of 
Babylon. The chapter celebrates the downfall of an arrogant oppressor whose ambitions reached 
heavenward but whose end is humiliation and death. In its historical setting, the oracle exposes imperial 
pride: the ruler who imagined himself ascending to divine heights is brought down to Sheol. 

Yet the language is deliberately cosmic. The “star of the morning, son of the dawn” seeks to ascend to 
heaven, raise his throne above the stars of God, sit on the mount of assembly, ascend above the heights of 
the clouds, and make himself like the Most High. Christian interpreters have long heard in this language more 
than the arrogance of one Babylonian monarch. They have seen the human tyrant as embodying the same 
self-exalting impulse that characterizes Satan. 

Again, the strongest teaching method is to preserve both horizons. Isaiah is speaking about Babylon. The 
passage is not introduced as a historical narrative of Satan’s fall. Nevertheless, the king’s heaven-reaching 
pride supplies an extraordinarily fitting biblical pattern for the rebellion that the New Testament associates 
with the devil. When Isaiah 14 is read alongside Ezekiel 28, Genesis 3, the temptation narratives, 1 Timothy 
3:6, and Revelation 12, a coherent theology of satanic pride and attempted self-exaltation emerges even 
though no single passage supplies the whole biography. 
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7. The Five “I Wills” and the Anatomy of Pride 
Isaiah 14:13-14 reveals five declarations traditionally called the five “I wills.” That structure remains 
extremely useful because it exposes rebellion not merely as rule-breaking but as a disordered desire for 
position, authority, glory, and independence from God. 

• “I will ascend to heaven.” The rebel refuses the boundaries of creaturehood and reaches upward toward 
the divine sphere. 

• “I will raise my throne above the stars of God.” The imagery is royal. The desire is not merely freedom but 
elevation over the heavenly order. 

• “I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north.” The ambition is governmental: to occupy 
the place of assembly and rule. 

• “I will ascend above the heights of the clouds.” In biblical imagery, clouds are frequently associated with 
divine presence and majesty. The language intensifies the aspiration toward divine prerogative. 

• “I will make myself like the Most High.” This is the climax. The creature does not merely want gifts from 
God; he wants God’s position. 

These five “I wills” are frequently interpreted as declarations of Satan’s program to replace God over the 
angels, appropriate messianic rule, possess divine glory, and become equal with the Most High. We can 
retain that theological trajectory while also remembering that Isaiah’s direct target is the king of Babylon. The 
value of the passage is that it reveals the spiritual anatomy of pride with remarkable precision. Rebellion says, 
in effect, “I will determine my own place. I will possess the throne. I will receive the glory. I will define my own 
sovereignty.” 

That same pattern appears in Genesis 3. The serpent does not merely entice Eve to eat forbidden fruit. He 
reframes God’s command as an obstacle to autonomy and offers the prospect of becoming “like God.” The 
temptation of humanity therefore echoes the same fundamental distortion: creaturely life is reimagined as 
though flourishing required independence from the Creator. 

8. From Pride to Counter-Kingdom 
One of the strongest conceptual threads  is the idea of competing kingdoms. God is King. Created beings live 
under His rightful government. Satan’s revolt is therefore not simply private immorality; it is an attempt to 
establish an alternative order. Because a creature cannot create ex nihilo, the rebel can only corrupt, recruit, 
counterfeit, and usurp. 

This kingdom language helps connect angelology with the rest of the biblical story. In Genesis 3, the serpent 
seeks human allegiance. In the Gospels, Satan offers Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world” in exchange for 
worship. Jesus describes His exorcisms as evidence that the kingdom of God has arrived and speaks of the 
ruler of this world being cast out. Paul contrasts the domain of darkness with the kingdom of God’s beloved 
Son. Revelation portrays the final collapse of the dragon’s rebellion before the reign of God and His Messiah. 

The concept should still be handled carefully. Scripture does not describe Satan’s realm as a legitimate 
kingdom possessing independent sovereignty. It is parasitic. Satan cannot create truth, life, goodness, or 
being. He can only distort what God has made. His strategy is therefore characteristically counterfeit: another 
gospel, another Jesus, deceptive signs, false teaching, false worship, and promises of autonomy that 
ultimately produce bondage. 
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9. Did One-Third of the Angels Fall with Satan? 
Satan persuaded one-third of the angels to join his rebellion. This familiar teaching is normally drawn from 
Revelation 12:3-9, where a great red dragon appears and his tail sweeps away a third of the stars of heaven 
and throws them to the earth. The chapter later identifies the dragon as “the serpent of old who is called the 
devil and Satan,” and it speaks of “his angels.” 

The connection is reasonable, but the precision of the conclusion deserves qualification. Revelation is 
apocalyptic literature rich in symbolism. The “third of the stars” may indeed symbolize a portion of the angelic 
host aligned with the dragon, and this has become a widespread Christian interpretation. The passage, 
however, does not pause to say, “At Satan’s original fall, exactly one-third of all angels rebelled.” Nor does it 
clearly locate every symbol in the same primordial moment. Revelation 12 moves across the story of the 
Messiah, heavenly conflict, accusation, and persecution with compressed apocalyptic imagery. 

Jude 6 and 2 Peter 2:4 independently establish that angels sinned and came under judgment. Revelation 12 
establishes that Satan has angels associated with him. Taken together, Scripture clearly supports a real 
angelic rebellion. The exact numerical proportion and chronology are better presented as traditional 
inferences rather than explicit doctrinal statements. 

10. Satan’s Present Sphere of Activity 
The original notes developed a sequence of “abodes” in Satan’s career: proximity to God’s holy mountain, an 
Edenic setting, the atmospheric heavens, the earth, the abyss, and finally the lake of fire. That structure is 
memorable and useful as a teaching device, but some stages are more explicit in Scripture than others. 

The New Testament clearly portrays Satan as active in the present age. Ephesians 2:2 calls him the prince of 
the power of the air. Ephesians 6:12 locates spiritual conflict in the heavenly places. Job and Revelation use 
the imagery of accusation before God. First Peter depicts Satan roaming as a predator. Second Corinthians 
warns that he disguises himself as an angel of light. These texts justify speaking of a present sphere of activity 
that includes both deception and opposition to God’s people. 

Revelation then describes decisive future restrictions: the dragon is cast down, later bound in the abyss, 
released briefly, and finally thrown into the lake of fire. The progression is unmistakably downward. Whatever 
access or influence Satan presently possesses is temporary and subject to divine judgment. 

11. The Limits of Satanic Power 
A mature doctrine of Satan should make him neither mythical nor magnificent. Scripture takes him seriously, 
but it never invites believers to be impressed with him. Several limits are fundamental. 

• Satan is created. He possesses no attribute of deity by nature. 
• Satan is finite. He is not omnipresent and must operate through a network of rebellious powers and 

human agents. 
• Satan is accountable. Job shows that he cannot simply act without limit. 
• Satan is resistible. Believers are commanded to resist him, standing firm in faith. 
• Satan is defeatable only because Christ has already secured the decisive victory. Christian resistance 

rests on Christ’s authority, not human bravado. 
• Satan is judged. His final destination is not an eternal rival kingdom but the lake of fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels. 

This is also the proper setting for an important correction to some popular spiritual-warfare language. Jude 9 
portrays Michael refusing to pronounce a railing judgment against the devil and instead saying, “The Lord 
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rebuke you.” Whatever conclusions one draws about angelic ranks, the passage commends humility under 
divine authority rather than swagger toward spiritual powers. Christian confidence is confidence in the Lord, 
not confidence in our imagined personal power over Satan. 

12. The Rebellion in Light of Christ 
The rebellion that begins with self-exaltation is answered by the self-humbling obedience of Christ. Satanic 
logic reaches upward: “I will ascend.” Philippians 2 describes the Son moving downward in voluntary 
humility, taking the form of a servant and becoming obedient to the point of death. The result is not failed 
ambition but divine exaltation: God highly exalts Him and grants the name above every name. 

This contrast exposes the deepest difference between the kingdom of rebellion and the kingdom of God. 
Satan grasps for glory that is not his. Christ, who truly possesses divine glory, humbles Himself. Satan offers 
kingdoms in exchange for worship. Christ receives the kingdoms through obedience to the Father. Satan 
deceives and murders. Christ is the truth and gives life. Satan accuses. Christ intercedes. 

At the cross, what looked like the triumph of the powers became their defeat. Colossians 2:15 declares that 
Christ disarmed rulers and authorities and made a public display of them, triumphing over them through the 
cross. Hebrews 2 connects Christ’s death with rendering powerless the one who had the power of death, that 
is, the devil. The rebellion therefore must always be studied from the standpoint of its already-determined 
end. 

Scripture, Interpretation, and Theological Conclusion 

What Scripture Explicitly Establishes 
Satan is a personal spiritual adversary. He deceives, accuses, tempts, opposes, and seeks destruction. 
Angels sinned and some are associated with Satan. Pride is a grave danger associated with the devil’s 
condemnation. Satan’s power is real but limited. Christ has decisively triumphed over hostile spiritual 
powers, and Satan’s final judgment is certain. 

What Scripture Strongly Suggests 
When Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14 are read canonically alongside the clearer satanic texts, they provide powerful 
patterns for understanding primordial rebellion: extraordinary created privilege corrupted by pride, attempted 
self-exaltation, and catastrophic humiliation. Revelation 12 strongly supports the idea of an angelic company 
aligned with Satan and may depict a substantial portion of the heavenly host joining his revolt. 

What Should Be Held More Tentatively 
The precise pre-fall name “Lucifer,” an exact angelic rank above every other creature, a heavenly high-priestly 
office, a detailed pre-Adamic mineral earth assigned to Satan, the exact moment at which one-third of all 
angels fell, and a complete chronology of Satan’s successive abodes go beyond what any one biblical text 
explicitly states. These ideas can be discussed as theological constructions or traditional interpretations, but 
they should not be presented with the same certainty as direct biblical claims. 

Theological Conclusion 
The biblical doctrine of Satan is ultimately a doctrine about the folly of creaturely autonomy. Evil begins not 
because God has an equal opposite but because a creature turns from dependence toward self-exaltation. 
Satan’s kingdom is therefore counterfeit from beginning to end. It borrows God’s creation, imitates God’s 
authority, distorts God’s truth, and recruits God’s creatures. It cannot create and it cannot finally endure. The 
Creator remains King. 



DAVID V. LOTT, PH.D.  |  TEACHING RESOURCE 

In the Company of Angels - Module 4  •  Adult Bible Study 

Key Truths to Remember 
Satan was not created as an eternal evil counterpart to God. He belongs to the created order. Scripture 
presents him as adversary, accuser, deceiver, tempter, ruler of this world, and prince of the power of the air, 
but every title describes limited creaturely activity. Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14 directly address the rulers of Tyre 
and Babylon while using extraordinary Edenic and cosmic language that has long informed Christian 
understanding of satanic pride. Those passages are best used carefully, distinguishing historical context from 
canonical theological application. Revelation 12, Jude 6, and 2 Peter 2 establish a real angelic rebellion, 
although the familiar “one-third” formula is an inference from apocalyptic symbolism rather than a prose 
statement of angelic statistics. Above all, Satan’s revolt never creates a second sovereign. Christ stands 
above every ruler and authority, and the rebel’s final judgment is certain. 

Class Discussion 
1. Why must a study of Satan begin with the Creator-creature distinction? 

2. What is gained by reading Ezekiel 28 first as an oracle concerning Tyre before asking whether its imagery 
reaches beyond the human king? 

3. Which features of Ezekiel 28 have led Christians to associate the passage with Satan? 

4. Why should “Lucifer” be explained as a traditional Christian designation rather than simply treated as 
Satan’s explicitly revealed pre-fall name? 

5. How does Isaiah 14 expose the inner logic of pride even if its immediate target is the king of Babylon? 

6. What do the five “I wills” reveal about the difference between receiving delegated authority and grasping for 
sovereignty? 

7. How does Genesis 3 repeat the temptation toward creaturely autonomy? 

8. What can Revelation 12 safely tell us about Satan and his angels? What details remain inferential? 

9. Why is Satan’s strategy best described as counterfeit rather than creative? 

10. How does Christ’s humility and exaltation answer the self-exalting pattern of satanic rebellion? 

Closing Summary 
The biblical story of rebellion is not the story of two gods competing for the universe. It is the story of a 
creature who rejects the goodness of creaturehood. Whether we view that pattern through the proud king of 
Babylon, the exalted king of Tyre, the serpent in Eden, the accuser in Job, the tempter in the wilderness, or the 
dragon of Revelation, the same impulse repeatedly appears: distrust God, seize autonomy, claim authority, 
seek glory, and redirect worship. 

But rebellion cannot escape the reality on which it depends. Satan remains a creature in God’s universe. His 
power is borrowed, his time is limited, his kingdom is counterfeit, and his judgment is certain. The cross has 
already exposed the fatal weakness of the rebellion. The One who did not grasp at status but humbled 
Himself is the One before whom every knee will bow. 

That brings us naturally to Module 5. Having examined the origin and character of the rebellion, we can now 
turn to the beings who participate in it: the fallen angels and demons. We will examine their biblical names, 
nature, organization, activities, limitations, and destiny while continuing to separate explicit Scripture from 
later tradition and speculation. 
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Teacher’s Companion 
Suggested 60-minute pacing: 

• 5 minutes - Review the heavenly government established in Module 3 
• 6 minutes - Satan as creature rather than rival deity 
• 6 minutes - Biblical names and the “Lucifer” question 
• 10 minutes - Ezekiel 28 in historical and theological context 
• 9 minutes - Isaiah 14 and the five “I wills” 
• 6 minutes - Rebellion as a counter-kingdom and counterfeit order 
• 6 minutes - Revelation 12 and the one-third question 
• 5 minutes - Satan’s present activity and limitations 
• 4 minutes - Christ’s victory over rulers and authorities 
• 3 minutes - Closing synthesis and transition to Module 5 

Teacher Guardrails 

• Do not begin with later Christian tradition and then force every detail back into Ezekiel 28 or Isaiah 14. 
Begin with each prophet’s historical target and literary context. 

• Do not discard the traditional satanic reading simply because the passages address human kings. Explain 
how prophetic imagery can operate on more than one theological horizon while labeling inference 
honestly. 

• Explain that “Lucifer” entered Christian vocabulary through the Latin rendering of Isaiah 14:12. Students 
do not need to stop using the word, but they should understand where it comes from. 

• Distinguish clearly between what Revelation 12 depicts and the traditional conclusion that exactly one-
third of all angels fell at Satan’s original rebellion. 

• Avoid speculative precision about the date of Satan’s fall, a pre-Adamic civilization, or the exact 
architecture of Satan’s successive abodes unless the class is explicitly studying those interpretive 
systems. 

• Do not magnify Satan in an effort to take spiritual warfare seriously. The New Testament’s emphasis is 
consistently on Christ’s supremacy and the believer’s dependence upon God. 

• Use Jude 9 to model sobriety in speaking about spiritual powers. Scripture encourages resistance, 
vigilance, prayer, truth, and faith rather than theatrical confrontation. 

• End with Christ. The point of studying rebellion is not fascination with the rebel but greater confidence in 
the King whose victory is certain. 

For Further Study 
This module intentionally preserves the architecture of the original notes - Satan as created being, the 
rebellion as an attempted counter-kingdom, Ezekiel 28, Isaiah 14, the five declarations of self-exaltation, the 
participation of other angels, Satan’s present sphere of activity, and his ultimate judgment - while 
recalibrating the level of certainty attached to several conclusions. The result is not a weaker doctrine of 
Satan. It is a stronger one because the most important claims now rest on the clearest biblical evidence. 

Module 5 will turn to the unholy or fallen angels themselves. There we will examine the biblical evidence for 
demons, the many names and descriptions used for hostile spiritual beings, their organization and activity, 
and the difficult question of how the Old Testament, Second Temple Jewish literature, the Gospels, and the 
epistles relate to one another in the development of demonology. 


